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For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
/ them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15 
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PROCEEDINGS OF A. 8. M. C. J. 


We shall at present arrange our account of the proceedings 
of the American Society, very briefly, under the following 
heads, vig. 


IsxagL’s ApVOCATE. 


Ata meeting of the Board, December 12, 1826, it was * Re- 
solved, that Israel’s Advocate be discontinued after the present 
year.’ In anticipation of this vote, a number of the members 
of the Board, and of the Seciety, had previously made ar- 
rangements for the continuance of the work for one year, or at 
least until the auxiliaries and the public should be furnished 
with the history of events relative to the American Society for 
the last year—in other words, with a History y of the causes of the 
delay in accomplishing the object specified tn the Constitution. 
The Patrons of Israel’s Advocate, thus to be continued, are the 
Rev. Drs. M’Leod, Broadhead, and Rowan ; the Rev. Messrs, 
James R. Wilson, R. M’Cartee, Thomas E. Vermilye, and C. 
D. Westbrook, together with a number of lay members, both 
of the Board and of the Society. These gentlemen have de- 
signated the Rev. Dr. Stephen N. Rowan as Editor ; and be- 
lieving that Israel never needed an Advocate more than at pre- 
sent, that gentleman will, until further notice, conduct the edi- 
torial department. The work is to be sent to the auxiliaries 
free of expense, and the only favour the Patrons ask of them 
Von. LV. 12 
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is, to pay the postage, and read it. The first number will ap- 
pear early in January, 1827. Dues for former volumes are 
be forwarded to D, Boardman, Esq. Treasurer of the Society. 


Acewncy. 


The office of Agent ceases after the 10th of January next, 
and the Correspondence of the Society will hereafter, it is pre- 
sumed, be conducted by the Domestic Secretary. 


OperaTIONS UNDER THE ConNsTITUTION. 


At a meeting of the Board, October 3, 1826, it was “ Re- 
solved, that Drs. Spring, M’Leod, Macauley, Rowan, and Rer. 
Messrs. Bruen and Patton, and Mr. Nitchie, be a Committee to 
devise measures by which the object of this Society, as speci- 
fied in the Constitution, may be successfully prosecuted.” 

That Committee have not yet reported. But it will fully ap- 
pear from the resolution appointing them, notwithstanding all 
the rumours which have gone abroad, that the Board are de- 
termined honestly to adhere to the declared object of the Con- 
stitution. And as a further confirmation of this fact, they at 
the regular meeting in this month, “ Resolved, that the Rev. 
Dr. M’Leod, Dr. Piat, and Mr. Chapman, be appointed a Con- 
mittee to select a suitable situation for a settlement, conformably 
with the 2d Article of the Constitution, and to report at the 
next meeting.” That article, as the auxiliaries already know, 
is thus distinctly expressed :— 

“ Ant. IL.—The object of this Society shall be to invite and 
receive, from any part of the world, such Jews as dv already 
profess the Christian religion, or are desirous to receive Chris- 
tian instruction, to form them into a settlement, and to furnish 
them with the ordinances of the Gospel, and with such employ- 
ment in the settlement as shall be assigned them; but no one 
shall be received unless he comes well recommended for morals 
and industry, and without charge to this Society ; and both his 
acceptance and cqptinuance in the settlement shall be, at 2!! 
times, at the discretion of the Directors.” 
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The life of Priedrich Albrecht Augusti, a Converted Jew. 
{Continued from page 176.] 


The other slaves were sold at a high price; but Joshua was 
so emaciated by hunger and fatigue, that no one seemed inclined 
to purchase him, which so exasperated his master, that he threat- 
ened him with the most barbarous treatment, and which, doubt- 
less, he would have inflicted, had not a merchant from Smyrna 
at last bought him for atrifling sum. As it was not his intention 
to keep him, but to sell him again, he treated him well, that he 
might become healthy and robust, and he was for some days 
placed in a basket, and set upon acamel. But no soooer had he 
acquired strength, than he was deprived of this accommodation, 
and his master made him work as a camel driver. During the 
journey, the company increased, and among others, a man 
joined it, who although by birth a Jew, outwardly professed 
the Mahomedan faith. This man, who callsd himself Ishmaet 
Bashmag, was overheard by Joshua on a sabbath singing a 
psalm, which on that day the Jews are directed to sing, Over- 

joyed by a sound which he never could have expected to heae 
in sucha place, Joshua joined in it, and by that means made 
known that he was a Jew. He was desired by the stranger to 
relate his history, which so affected him that he determined to 
mat ay him. After some negociations with the merchant, the 

argain was settled, and he bought Joshua for two pieces of 
silk stuff. : 

Ishmael allowed his new slave more liberty than he had hi- 
therto enjoyed; and fed him better, and treated him so kindly, 
that he almost forgot his degraded condition. That Ishmael 
did not, however, behave thus from pure affection, is manifest 
from what follows, which shows that love of gain was the prin- 
cipal motive of his apparent kindness. Some days after his 
arrival at Smyrna, he tied a halter round Joshua’s neck, put a 
ee of brass, with some characters engraved on it, on his fore- 

ead, and with these marks of slavery, placed him at the en- 
trance of the synagogue. When the Jews were informed of 
the descent of the young slave, they immediately offered to 
redeem him. The wily hypocrite now showed the true motive 
of his conduct, by asking no less than 200 ducats for him; 
the Jews, however, obtained his liberty at last, for one hun- 
dred crowns. Joshua was overpowered by his feelings, when 
the halter and the plate, the degrading emblems of his slavery, 
were removed ; he kissed the hands of his deliverers, and on 


the following sabbath, hastened into the synagogue, where on 
his bended kagees he offered up thanks to the God of Israe’. 
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In his old age, seventy years after these trials, he used to 
assure his friends, that the recollection of his slavery and of 
his unexpected deliverance, was as fresh in his recollection as 
any of the more recent occurrences of his life; and many a 
silent tear trickled down his cheek, when he related these 
mysterious dealings of Providence towards him. These‘teel- 
ings were more especially renewed at those seasons, when he 
enjoyed the comforts of rest, of ease, of a good table, and of 
friendly conversation. Did he relish his food; he would ex- 

ress fo the company, with uplifted hands, the delight which 
a dish of bad cabbage afforded him, on the day of his deliver- 
ance from the rock after three days fasting. Did he find him- 
self at ease ? he was thankful, when comparing it to the rough 
and fatiguing ways he had travelled as a camel driver. Di 
he see others unhappy, suflering, or ill used? his whole heart 
was filled with compassion, and he did his utmost to remove, 
or to soften the affliction which attracted his attention. 

Afier a residence in Smyrna of one year and a half, Joshua 
had so completely recovered from all his fatigues, that he was 
able to undertake, in good health and with a cheerful mind, 
the journey by which he expected to be brought back to the 
arms of his beloved mother. He travelled by way of Constan- 
tinople. When he arrived near to that city, he was attacked 
by the plague. His life was in imminent danger, but God pre- 
served it by giving his blessing to a remedy which was admi- 
nistered to him by a skilful old man. So soon as he had fully 
recovered, he continued his journey, and arrived safely at Lub- 
lin a town in Poland, where his late father’s brother was chief 
rabbi. This uncle sent Joshua, who was anxious to continue 
his studies, to Cracow, where there is a Jewish academy. The 
young student applied himself with great zeal to Jewish divinity, 
and to the learning of the Polish, the Russian, and the Hunga- 
rian languages, all of which he afterward spoke fluently. When 
he had resided four years in that city, he went to Prague, the 
eapital of isohemia, where there is a very large Jewish popula- 
tion, and a celebrated academy. Continuing bis studies there, 
he distinguished himself so much by his acquirements, that he 
was raised to the degree of a doctor, which entitled him to the 
right of instructing other students. He availed himself of this 
privilege, but without relaxing his private studies, and be com- 
posed in his leisure hours some learned works. Among these 
was the outline of a refutation of Christianity; for at that pe- 
riod of his life he was so firmly convinced of the religion of his 
fathers, that like Saul of Tarsus, he hated every Christian from 
the bottom of his heart. 

In order the better to qualify himself to overthrow the doc- 
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trines of Christianity, and to enlarge the sphere of his acquire- 
ments, he wished to become personally acquainted with the most 
jearned Jews in Holland, England, and Italy. He therefore 
left Prague for that purpose, first, however, paying a visit to his 
mother on the Oder. When she found that be was about te 
expose himself to the dangers of another journey, she endea- 
youred to turn him from his. object by the prop. sal of an advan- 
tageous marriage. But so great was his desire to see foreign 
countries, and to increase his stores of knowledge, that for the 
yreseutt he declined the peaceable enjoyment of a large fortune, 
and the comforts of domestic life, and earnestly iatreated his 
mother to give her consent to the proposed journey. Having 
obtained it, and taking leave of a parent whom he dearly loved, 
and whom it was probable he might never see again, he visited 
the synagogues at Berlin, Dresden, and Halberstadt; and in this 
last place he was for some time confined by a fever. 

During his illness a controversy had arisen among the Jews in 
Brandebourg, on some religious topic, and Joshua was request- 
ed to act as arbitrator. Great as the honour was, which such 
an appointment conferred on him, he would have excused him- 
self on account of his youth, aud still more, because of his in- 
tended journey ; but at last he was compelled to yield to their 
urgent request. He undertook the difficult task, and was so for- 
tunate as to settle the matter to the satisfaction of every one. 
The final arrangement was made at Sanderhausen, (the resi- 
dence of the erie of Schwartzburg Sanderhausen,) in the 
house of the Jew, Wallich, banker of the court. 

The Jews of the town held him in such high veneration, that 
they entreated him to stay with them, and to be their rabbi. 
But Joshua had other views ; his mind was bent upon acquiring 
a more extended insight into the truth of his religion, and he 
therefore declined their invitation, though the delicate state of 
his health obliged him to prolong, for some time, his residence 
among them. Wallic h, the banker, was delighted to have such 
a respectable and learned inmate; and Joshua was agreeably 
surprised at finding in the house of his host a valuable library, 
containing every kind of Jewish literature. This afforded full 
oecupation to his inquiring mind, and in connection with the 
approaching winter, and the weak state of lis health, determined 
to remain there until spring, and during that period to fill the 
office of rabbi. This resolution was the remarkable turning 
point of his life ; and the residence he made, in consequence of 
it, at Sanderhausen, was the first step by which the Lord led 
him to Christianity. 

The motives which induce Jews to change their religion, are 
frequently most objectionable ; some are led to that step by the 
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contempt or hostility of their own nation; some by poverty ; 
others by the hope of forming a good family connection ; and 
others, by the hopes of wealth or honour. We shall soon see 
what those motives were which could induce our Joshua, a 
Jearned teacher and a zealous advocate of his religion, sole heir 
of a rich patrimony, and a man whose friendship was courted 
by the most respectable Jews, to give up the religion of his fa- 
thers, the love and veneration of his own nation, a lucrative 
office, and a large fortune, to become the follower of that same 
Jesus whom, formerly, he had held in abomination, and on the 
mention of whose name he had been used to express himself in 
the most contemptuous inanner. 

Joshua continued to reside in the house of Mr. Wallieh, who 
was absent on business, in the enjoyment of every comfort, 
when an accident happened to him, the most disastrous which 
he had ever experienced. Iv the night of the 26th of Novem. 
ber, 1720, a gang of five robbers, armed with cutlasses and pis- 
tols, broke into the house and entered his bedroom. He imme- 
diaiely arose and endeavoured to alarm the other inmates of the 
house ; but the robbers stopped his mouth, and one of them 
gave him a blow on the head with an iron bar, which deprived 
bim of his senses ; and having tied his arms and legs, and cover- 
vered him with bed clothes, they took away all the money which 
was in the liouse, amounting to 30,000 crowns, belonging partly 
to himself and partly to his hest. On the following morning, 
Joshua was found to all appearance lifeless. When the ropes 
with-which he had been tied were loosened, it was discovered, 
Jiowever, that the vital spark was not quite extinct ; but the me- 
dical men who examined him, expressed little hope of his reco- 
very, chiefly on account of the wound in his head. The prince 
sent his own physician to him, who exerting his best skill in his 
behalf, restored him indeed to animal life, but to little more; 
for the unfortunate young man could neither speak, nor sleep, 
nor take food. It was, therefore, the opinion of the physicians, 
that if even his life could be saved, it would be utterly misera- 
ble. According to the confession of the robbers, who were soon 
afierwards arrested, one of them had endeavoured to cut his 
throat ; but his arm was withheld by another, who said, “ Spare 
him, for he is a good man.” 

From the house of Mr. Wallich he was removed, for the pur- 
pose of better attendance, to that of Mr. Mertens, apothecary to 
the prince. This good and able man, having for a Jong time 
tried a variety of means to obtain sleep for his patient, at last 
had recourse to an expedient which proved successful, Joshua 
had never been in the habit of smoking tobacco, and Mr. Mer 
fins caused him to try the effect of that narcotic. It had an im- 
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mediate operation ; he became giddy, and fell into a sleep which 
lasted ten hours, after which he felt himself remarkably refresh- 
ed. From that period he gradually recovered, so that at the 
expiration of three months, his health was completely restored. 
But the impression the event made upon his mind lasted through 
life; and frequently, during the night, at the hour in which he 
had been assaulted, he would suddenly start from his rest, and 
jook about him with intense anxiety. 

During the period of his convalescence, he amused himsel{ 
by forming plans for his intended journey ; and in anticipating 
the most flattering results. An incident, however, which did not 
in the most remote manner appear calculated to affect the des- 
tiny of a Jewish rabbi, was providentially made the means of 
disarranging all his plans, and Jeading to his conversion. A 
member of the family of the prince died at Sanderhausen. Mr. 
Wallich, the prince’s banker, thought it his duty to offer his 
condolence on the occasion, and expressed himself in terms 
which caused the prince to charge him with hypocrisy. “ For,” 
said he, “ no Jew, consistently with his religion, can eall a de- 
parted Christian blessed.” Wallich was not a little embarrassed, 
but recollecting himself, told the prince that his learned friend 
Joshua was of opinion, that Christians were not all absolutely 
shut out from the blessings of heaven. The prince, who had 
never before heard of a Jew who held such liberal opinions, ex- 
pressed a wish to see and converse with him. When introduced, 
Joshua stated his opinion, that a Christian who had lived a 
pious life, and shown benevolence to the Jews, might certainly 
be admitted to a degree of happiness in heaven. The prince, 
inuch pleased with this declaration, advised him to call upon 
the superintendent, Dr. Rheinbard, a man well versed in all the 
branches of Jewish literature. Joshua followed his advice, and 
was very kindly received hy this clergyman, no less distinguish- 
ed by bis character as a Christian, than by the extent and so- 
lidity of his learning. He was delighted to become acquainted 
with Joshua, who, though young, had already acquired some 
celebrity by his attainments, his travels, and his adventures ; 
and Joshua was equally delighted to meet with a Christian mi- 
nister who spoke Hebrew fluently, and was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with Jewish literature. In the course of the conversa- 
tion, however, Joshua got sight of a crucifix which was in the 
room, with which he was so much offended, that he would 
have withdrawn abruptly. Dr. Rheinhard, however, who per- 
ceived it, explained to him the meaning of the represeatation ; 
and with that modesty and enegy which characterized him, re. 
ferred him to the prophecies respecting a suflering and dying 
Messiah. This first interview did not, however, produce any 
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other effect on the mind of Joshua, than to make him sensijbj>. 
that he had become acquainted with an amiable and learne, 
man, in whom he had found nothing to blame, but that he was 
a Christian. 
Joshua, when in Prague, had begun a commentary on the 
rophecies of Isaiah, which he had intended w proceed with a 
| pk ea He had gone as far as the 53d chapter, when 
he was stopped short by accumulating difficulties. Whenever 
he attempted to go on, he found himselfin the thickest darkness, 
He consulted a great number of commentators, but found no- 
thing that threw a satisfactory light upon the chapter — It ap- 
peared most evident to him, that it treated of a person differen 
from that which the generality of Jews sup,osed. But who 
that person might be, he was not able to make cut, either from 
the commentaries of others, or from his own investigation. No- 
thing appeared less probable to him, than that this prophecy 
should speak of the Messiah, the son of David, because he cop- 
sidered the picture drawn far too degrading for the character of 
the Messiah. Overcome by his doubts, he had resolved to 
relinquish the work until a future period, when the thought 
struck hint, that be might learn from Dr. Rheinhard, how the 
chapter was understood by Christians. His thirst after truth 
overcome his natural antipathy to Christians ; and he went to 
Dr. Rheinhard, who after having listened to_his.inquiries with 
Christian meekness, requested his attention while he should lay 
before him, on the one side, the opinion of the Christians, and 
on the other the opinion of the ; ar respecting this chapter, 
and then he might select for himself from the two explanations 
that which he should find most reasonable. Joshua gladly ac- 
cepted the proposal, hoping to elicit from the two opposite 
explanations a third, more in accordance with the text, than 
that of the Jews, and yet more favourable to his own views, 
than that of the Christians. The doctor, with strict impartiality, 
and in the clearest manner, placed betore him in the exposition 
of this important chapter, both Jewish and Christian; and hav- 
ing done this, proceeded to prove, by the most convincing ar- 
arnt that the person spoken of by the prophet, must either 
e Jesus, the son of David, by whose sufferings, death, and re- 
surrection, the prophecy had been fulfilled ; or that the person 
to whonrit referred, could never yet have lived upon earth, 
Joshua felt the weight of the doctor’s arguments; yet bis 
objectivns againt a suffering, despised, and rejected Mes-iah, 
were not removed Dr. Rheinhard, therefore, proceeded to prove 
from Scripture, that the Messiah must necessarily suffer, to ful- 
fil the object of his appearing. But Joshua, who, like all his 
brethren, had been accustomed only to look upon the promised 
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Messiab as a mighty monarch and irresistible conqueror, after 
having repeated his objections, left the doctor and returned 
home in great uneasiness of mind. He reproached himself for 
having applied to a Christian for instruction ; and yet he could 
not get rid of the impression which Dr. R’s amiable character 
and solid arguments had made both on his heart. and on his 
understanding ; the more he examined them the more weight 
and strength they acquired. He wished to banish the subject 
from his mind, but could not. At length he bent himself in 
prayer before the God of Israel, and besought him, with tears, 
to lead him into the right way. 

Strengtheued by this prayer, he determined to devote his 
time to a new and impartial examination of Moses and the pro- 
phets ; and having gone through, and compared them, in the 
most careful manner, he felt convinced, that the office of the 
promised Messiah, implied more than a redemption trom out- 
ward oppression. Even the Talmudical fable of a twofold 
Messiah, a son of Joseph who is appointed to die, and a son of 
David, who is expected to govern, made it probable to him, 
that the death of the Messiah could not be absolutely denied. 

Following the light which had presented itself to his mind, 
Joshua continued, with increasad zeal, to study the prophecies 
which refer to the Messiah ; and his attention was particularly 
led to those passages which point out the time of bis coming, 
And here he could not help observing, that ifthe Messiah were 
not already come, the town of Bethlehem, according to Micah, 
vy. 2. the temple, according to Haggai ii. 7—10. and the priests 
and sacrifices, according to Mal. ili. 4, must stil] have remained 
as they were, and that all trace of the family of David could not 
have been lost. The more he considered these points, the move 
he doubted as to the religion which he had hitherto professed, 
and the more it became evident to him, that Jesus of Nazareth 
must be the Messiah. He found himself, therefore, im a dilemma; 
and his uncertainty as to the alternative, long kept his mind in 
a state of the most painful anxiety. Unable to decide, he turned 
again in prayer unto the Lord; and in the retirement of his 
closet upon his kness, thus poured out his soul befure the God 
of his fathers :—‘*O Lord God of Israel! thou hast been my 
protector and my redeemer in many dangers ; thou hast broken 
the fetters of my bondage ; thou hast rescued my life from the 
murderers; and thou hast delivered me from the jaws of death. 
O come thou again also to my help and deliver me from the tor- 
menting doubts that beset me on every side; be thou my 
guide through the darkness which surrounds me, and lead me 
into the light of truth.” Having offered up this prayer, his 
mind became more calm, and his resolution was confirmed, to 
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follow the light which had dawned upon him. He went, there- 
fore, to Dr. Rheinhard, and laid before him the feelings of his 
heart without reserve ; adding, that he was come to request his 
aid in finding Him, whom his own people for so many centuries 
had been looking for in vain. The pious minister, though de- 
lighted at his unexpected declaration, thought it prudent, not- 
withstanding, to conceal the joy of his heart, and thus gravely 
and affectionately addressed him :—“I fear, my young friend, 
you have taken a precipitate step. A man sioaiittied as you 
are, with the principles of the Jewish religion, can hardly give 
up so lightly. One who is so accomplished by education and 
by study, and by an acquaintance with the world, and who i; 
moreover so highly esteemed by his nation, cannot surely mean 
to expose himself all at once to their contempt, their enmity, an} 
their persecution. The beloved and only son of an affectionate 
mother, cannot mean to inflict so severe a wound upon her to 
whom he owes his life, in forsaking the religion of his fathers, 
The heir of a splendid fortune cannot surely intend to renounce 
his wealth, and to expose himself to poverty and misery, by em- 
bracing the Christian religion. I therefore, intreat you, my 
valued friend, to remain as you are, unless you feel that you are 
influenced by motives of the very purest description.” 

Joshua, to whom such language from Doctor Rheinhard was 
quite unexpected, became deeply affected; and the tears whicl 
gushed from his eyes, evinced how deeply he felt the suspicion it 
implied. “ Doctor,” said he, in a tone which seemed as it were 
to come from the bottom of his heart, “if temporal advantages 
were my object, then certainly I must remain a Jew ; but neither 
my. large patrimony, nor my mother, whom I love most dearly, 
nor the partiality of my people, nor any other worldly conside- 
ration, shall withhold me from seeking Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
J look upon as the only Saviour of mankind.” This affecting 
declaration, the sincerity of which could not be doubted, satisfied 
Dr. Rheinhard as to the purity of Joshua’s motives ; but he 
deemed it prudent to advise him, while he was still wiping the 
tears from his face, to consider the matter most maturely, and in 
earnest prayer before the God of Israel; and he parted not with 
this beloved Israelite ere they had joined in humble supplication 
together, for the divine guidance and a blessing. 

Seahansgetanied home with a heavy heart ; he stretched him- 
self upon the ground, and sustained a most violent inward con- 
flict. His imagination was strongly excited. He thought he 
saw on one side, the Sve of his father calling down upon him 
the vengeance of the God of Israel; and on the other, the like- 
ness of his mother, now shedding tears of blood for his apostacy, 

. and now fondly endeavouring to reclaim him; and it seemed 
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to him, in the excitement of the moment, as if his friends of the 
Jewish nation were stretching out their arms before him, and 
affectionately calling him by name. But he saw likewise Jesus 
of Nazareth, that Messiah whom his fathers had so long and so 
anxiously expected, who seemed in a voice of love to say, ‘* Take 
away the veil from thy eyes.” The contempt of his own people, 
the agony of his beloved mother, the hatred of his brethren, 
and the prospect of a scanty subsistence, were presented to him ; 
bat his wish to find the truth, and, when found, to hold it fast, 
prevailed with him, and he went forward in the way of Chris- 
tianity. 

Dr. Rheinhard had appointed a day to receive his final de- 
termination ; but Joshua presented hiimself before the day 
arrived. “I will,’ said he, “on the day of Pentecost, attend 
the synagogue for the last time ; and I shall then take leave of 
my brethren for ever.” This decisive resolution was reported 
to the prince, who immediately approved of it, and ordered that 
Dr. Rheinhard, and Mr. Janns, one of his privy counsellors, 
should attend as witnesses upon the occasion. 

When the time had arrived, Joshua appeared ’in the synagogue, 
and in that place where he had before officiated as a Jewish 
teacher, he addressed his brethren as follows :—‘* Men of Israel ! 
beloved brethren! hitherto, as you can all witness, | have been 
a zealous follower of the religion of our fathers, and a decided 
enemy of all others, especially of the Christian persuasion. 
You know I am not one of those superstitious Jews who receive 
every fiction for truth. Hitherto | had thought myself in pos- 
session of it; and it was my intention to have made a public 
attack upon Christianity, with a view to rase the weak founda- 
tions on which I considered it to rest. But, brethren, I have 
been in error, and you also are in error like myself. Jesus of 
Nazareth, I here testity before the God of Israel; Jesus of 
Nazareth, I bear witness, He is the true Messiah ; and your hope, 
my brethren, is vain, if ye expect any other Saviour. How is it 
ere to expect a Messiah yet tocome ? Is not the family of 

vid from which he must spring, extinct ? Is not the time of 
his coming, foretold by Daniel, long since expired? Is not the 
town of Bethlehem, where he must be born, long ago made deso- 
late? Has not the second temple, which by the presence of the 
sacred person of the Messiah, was ordained to receive a far 
higher glory than the first, been demolished by the Romans full 
seventeen hundred years? Have not the sacrifices ceased ? and 
are not the priests superseded by means of the destruction of the 
temple, according to the word of prophecy? Yes, brethren, He 
has appeared ; even that Messiah whom David speaks of, as 
being nailed to the cross, (k’salm xxii.) and whom the prophet 
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Isaiah describes as stricken and expiring for our transgressiy,,. 
(Isaiah, liii.) Messiah has appeared ; and I am not ashamed he,, 
publicly, in your assembly, to proclaim him, Jesus of Nazare;) 
as my Messiah, my Redeemer, and my Saviour, in time an foe 
eternity. And, O, my beloved brethren, would God that jpy 
example would stir you up to follow me; would that LE con!y 
infuse into your minds my own certain knowledge of this truti): 
But you are involved in darkness, and my testimony, therefore 
may be in vain. Butit will be my daily prayer to the Jord. 
that he will vouchsafe to give you this knowledge, a knowledy, 
which | would not exchange for all the riches of the world. A», 
now, men of Israel, beloved brethren, | retarn my thanks for tj, 
affectionate kindness | have ever experienced from you all. | 
Jament my inability to reward you for it; but this heart, whicl 
is now so deeply affected by various and contending emoxinns 
will never cease to love and pray for you, and the tears of 0). 
row which this parting scene draws forth, bear me witness hw 
much and truly [ Jove vou. May the Lord God of Israel bes. 
you, and bring you into the way—the way”—Here the voice of 
Joshua failed him, and overpowered by the intenseness of hii: 
feelings, he burst into a flood of tears. 

It will be easily imagined, what amazement this unexpected 
declaration must have produced amongst the assembled Jews. 
Some wept, and others stood petrified. At length Dr. Rhein- 
hard addressed Joshua before the assembly, and told him it was 
not yet too late, but that if he chose it, he might still remain 
with his people to enjoy that love and friendship, of which le 
had justreceived such affecting proofs. No sooner had Dr. R. 
uttered these words, than the Jews pressed around Joshua an! 
embraced him, and earnestly entreated him not to forsake bi: 
nation Bat Joshua forced his way through the erowd, and 
taking Dr. Rheinhard by the hand, bade them a last farewell, 
and left the synagogue for ever. It was in like manner that the 
first followers of the Lord Jesus renounced their heathen or Jew- 
ish kindred, for a life of poverty and sufferings, following the 
guidance of that Spirit which had brought them from darkness 
to light. 

From this time Dr. Rheinhard received Joshua into his house. 
that he_might have a better opportunity of improving himsell 
in the knowledge of the truth. And no man could be better 
qualified than Dr. K. to lead foyward and promote the spiritual 
interests of a Jew possessed of learning and judgment ; for he 
was not only master of the Hebrew language, which he spoke 
with the fluency and dialeet of a Jewish rabbi, but he was also 
perfectly acquainted with the arguments and objections which 
the Jews were accustomed to advance, and he had great skill i 
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refuting them. But the love, meckness and patience which he 
manifested, impressed the mind of Joshua more than all his ar- 
guments ; and Christianity became every day more attractive 
to him, as he observed the fervent prayers and the holy con- 
versation of the Doctor’s family, which seemed a Christian 
church‘in miniature. 

When Joshua had passed some weeks with his pious teacher, 
a remarkable incident occurred. The Jewish population of 
the neighbourhood invited him to a conference, which they ap- 
pointed to hold at Dessau, undertaking to prove to him the 
errors of his new opinions, that be might be brought back into 
the right way. Dr. Rheinhard mentioued the circumstance to 
the prince, who being satisfied that the conference could not 
but terminate in favour of Christianity and of Joshua, consent- 
ed to his attending the meeting, if he felt bold enough to face 
adversaries. And the prince, moreover, undertook to afford 
him his protection, and to ensure his safety. Joshua, conscious 
of the purity of his motives, did not hesitate to accept the chal- 
lenge. Mr. Janns, the privy counsellor, with a secretary and 
a guard of soldiers, were ordered to accompany him to the 
place; and the prince, merever, gave him a letter of introduc- 
tion to the Prince of Anhalt Dessau, in which he recommended 
Joshua to his particular care and protection so long as he should 
remain in his dominions. 


—-2Qr— 
PROCHEDINGS OF THE LONDON SOCIETY. 


POLAND. 
Letters from Rev. A. M’ Caul. 


The Rev. A. M’Caul has transmitted to the London Society 
a letter from Mr. Hoff, dated June 30, 1826, in which Mr. H. 
mentions his visit to Lubin, in company with Mr. Meyersohn 
and Mr. Grosazwald, and speaks of it as a desirable place for a 
Missionary station, there being a population of about 10,000 
Jews, Mr. H. adds, that a persecution has been raised up there 
by the Jews against those of their brethren who incline to search 
alter the truth, and that he found their behaviour, generally, 
very different from what it had been on a former visit. Those 
young men (he says) who before visited them freely, came on 
the present occasion in fear; but he is inclined to think, not- 
withstanding, that by a longer stay a Missionary might do 
much good. He says five Jews there have lately been baptised 
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in the Roman Catholic Church, and he considers their conyic. 

tion of the truth of Christianity to have been brought abou 

chiefly by means of the books circulated by our Missionaries. 
Mr. M’Caul, in his letter dated Posen, July 19th, 1626, write, 


briefly, as follows: 


I wish to inform the Committee, that I shall this afternoon send oz 
the first of M:. Hoff’s three dialogues for the Jews. I have been ep. 
gaged in revising the Jewish of it, since the Pentateuch has been {j. 
nished. It is accompanied by an English translation, and will, I hope 
be approved by the Committee, as, excepting the “ Light at Even. 
tide,” I have not seen any tract which promises to be so useful. [It js 
in fact, a transcript of conversations with the Jews. In the originil jt 
is perfect Jewish, as to matter and turn of expression. This made it 
very difficult to translate into English. Inclosed is an account of a va. 
luable Jewish library, which is to be sold at Hamburgh. A Jewish 
teacher here brought me the account in German. From it I have 
abridged the inclosed, and recommend it to the serious attention of the 
Committee. In case the Committee should not wish to buy it, I should 
recommend the notice to be sent to the Expositor, as some of the uni- 
versities might think it worth purchasing, especially as Michaelis say; 
that it contains a manuscript of the Bible, which has never yet been 
collated. Mr. O’Neil or Mr. Moritz could procure further informa- 
tion concerning it. The price mentioned in the notice is very small, 


about £750. 


In a subsequent letter, dated Warsaw, 18th Sept. last, he gives 
the following detailed account of his proceeding», and transmits 
a copy of the letter addressed to him on the part of Count Nes- 
selrode, conveying to him, in the most satisfactory and pleasing 
terms, the general approbation of his Imperial Majesty, the En- 
peror of all the Russias, of the proceedings of the London So- 
ciety in relation to their instructions to their Missionaries, The 
letter also hands to him at the same time his Imperial Majesty's 
permission, or licence, to Mr. Meyersohn and Mr. Goldenberg 


to proceed in the service of the Mission: 


I did not find it necessary to make any particular report concerning Po- 
sen, as my time was divided between the revision of the manuscript of the 
Pentateuch, and preparing for Saturday. I find that those Jews who at- 
tend the church regularly, avyid all private intercourse ; and I have had 
opportunity of conversing with several Jews in private, who do not come 
to the sermon ; they hear me, but that is all I can say. Two teachers vi- 
sited me several times, but they never were willing to converse on personal 
religion. One of them was an orthodox Jew, and spoke readily concero- 
ing infidelity, and the folly of it, but would never declare his opinions con- 
cerning Christianity. He invited me to visit his school, which I did, and 
was much pleased with the progress made by the children. He catechized 
them in my presence. The truth of every answer was proved by one or 
more verses of the Bible, which the children first quoted in Hebrew, and 
then in German. This pleased me particularly, as the children appearei! 
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to understand what they said, and we know that the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament can also make “ wise unto salvation.” Two Jews applied for 
baptism, but when told that they must learn some trade, they never came 
for instruction. Since my arrival in Warsaw, I have been grieved to see 
that very few Jews, sometimes not even one, attend the German service 
on Saturday. Last Saturday was an exception, as there were eleven per- 
sons of the Jewish nation, some baptised, but the —— unbaptised. 
Immediately after my arrival, a young Jew, a weaver, applied for baptism: 
we have employed part of our time in instrneting him. He has hitherto 
been literally without God in the world, as he has never received any reli- 

‘ous instruction whatever, and scarcely knows the Jewish letters ; though 
2 no means stupid, he seems hitherto to have enjoyed a mere animal ex- 
istence. Another Jew about thirty years old, has also applied for instruc- 
tion, but has only come twice as yet. Another young Jew, of a serious 
and thinking turn of mind, and who has visited us occasionally during the 
last three years, has had two long and interesting conversations with Mr. 
Bergfeldt. He is convinced of the truth of Christianity, but feels that con- 
viction of the understanding is vot sufficient, and complains that he bas 
not as yet felt the power of religivn in his heart. He is the most promis- 
ing Jew that we now know. Last week I was visited by a very learned 
old Jew from the country, who has written a commentary on Jub. With 
him | had a conversation of nearly three hours, concerning Christianity. 
His first objection was, that the commands of Christ are no where observed 
hy Christians, whereas the commands of Moses are every where observed. 
The Christian religion therefore cannot be of God, otherwise it would have 
stood. When this was answered, he went into the special objections: for 
instance, that Christianity did not fulfil the predictions ; and, tou my great 
surprise, began with the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, which he applied to 
the Messiah. The words, “ acquainted with grief,” he translated, “ ac- 


uainted with sickness,” *>F} 3/}"}°), and desired me to show him that 

esus had been sick. He then rejected the doctrine of atonement, as being 
unnecessary in order to salvation, and asserted, that repentance and prayer 
were sufficient, instead of sacrifice, quoting Hos. xiv. 2: * So will we ren- 
der thee the calves of our lips.” He then attempted to show that miracles 
were no warrant for faith. Most of these objections I was enabled to an- 
swer, 30 as partly to satisfy him. He then changed his ground, and said, 
that faith in the Messiah was not necessary to salvation, and that even 
wheo the true Messiah came, they would not believe on him until “ the 
arm of the Lord was revealed,” and for this he quoted Isa. liii. 1. He has 
promised to come «gain. 

A Jew named S. came to me to beg that I would get his son into the 
Lutheran School. This I have effected. The father himself is convinced 
that Jesus is the Messiah, but is completely in all other respects, a worldly 
man. He was lately in Berdichef, and brought back word that several 
young men wished to be baptized. On Friday last one of these young 
men actually arrived in Warsaw. He expected that the society would 
have received him immediately, provided for him, and educated him to 
he a Missionary. He was not a little disappointed, when he found that 
these hopes were totally unfounded. He has, however, consented to learn 
atrade. The motives hy which this young man, who knows absolutely 
nothing about the Christian religion, was actuated, do not afford much 
ground of hope concerning those whom he has left behind. 








